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Description

In the post-WWII era of decolonisation, pan-Africanists gave weight to the construction of
African identity as a pivotal aspect of the continent's emancipation. The idea of African
unity, however, had to come to terms with the nationalism consolidated in the new states.
How were these multiple feelings and demands articulated? How did the formation of new
national entities navigate the intersection of local and global issues? How were these
processes influenced by the endeavours to define 'Africa'?

Examining African actors who sought to shape the idea of Africa, this book traces
activist itineraries marked by the interweaving of local dynamics and the Cold War, as well
as national and pan-African ambitions. Proposing a ‘connected' analysis of Senegal, Upper
Volta (Burkina Faso) and Ghana, which belonged to the French and British empires, it
provides a history of pan-Africanism that is attentive to the interplay of actors and political
dynamics transcending imperial boundaries but confronted by new national frontiers.
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Sakiko Nakao is Assistant Professor at Chuo University,
where she teaches African history, French colonial history
and global history. She holds a PhD and Master's degree in
history from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales, France. Her research interests lie in nineteenth
and twentieth-century West African history, particularly the
identity formation of people of African descent in Africa, the
Americas and the Caribbean, and the processes of
decolonisation in West Africa. In addition, she has recently
worked on transimperial connections between the concept
of 'race’ in pan-Africanism and Japanese pan-Asianism in
the early twentieth century.
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