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This paper draws on one of the chapters of my monograph, Transimperial Trajectories: 
Colonialism and Anticolonialism in the British and Japanese Empires (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, forthcoming).  The chapter in question deals with how imperialists from 
different empires in interaction compared one another's colonialism in an emerging 
relationship of rivalry. As a case study, this paper discusses how British and Japanese 
imperialists engaged in what may be called the 'exceptionalist politics of comparison', 
criticising one another over colonial atrocities that took place in India and Korea, 
whilst defending one's own empire as 'humane', 'benevolent' and 'moral'.  The paper 
demonstrates why and how such politics of comparison, both British and Japanese, 
inevitably suffered from contradictions with ironic consequences.  
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